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Second Sunday 
in Advent 

his week the Church 

celebrates two great 

Marian feasts: the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary (December 8 ) and 

the Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe (December 

12). Both titles of Mary 

h o l d  s p e c i a l 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r 

Catholics in the United 

S t a t e s :  a s  t h e 

I m m a c u l a t e 

Conception Mary is the 

patroness of our 

country, while as Our 

Lady of Guadalupe she 

is the patroness of all the 

Americas and of the unborn. 

St. Juan Diego, the poor 

indigenous man to whom Our 

Lady of Guadalupe appeared 

(and whose feast is celebrated 

on December 9) demonstrated 

enormous courage and fidelity 

when he took Mary’s message 

to build a church before the 

bishop. Undeterred by the 

bishop’s refusal and his own 

sense of unworthiness to 

receive her message, Juan 

Diego trusted Our Lady when 

she asked him to gather 

flowers in his tilma (cloak) 

and bring them to the bishop. 

The miraculous image of Mary 

which was imprinted on the 

tilma remains, 490 years 

later, an enduring sign of his 

trust. This is why so many 

pilgrims journey to see the 

tilma in Mexico City and 

celebrate the Virgin of 

Guadalupe’s feast day year 

after year. 

Trust in God marks 

the life of a disciple. 

Such a life is not 

accidental or just a 

byproduct of our 

upbringing. Being a 

d isc ip le  i s  an 

intentional choice to 

follow Christ and 

l e a v e  b e h i n d 

whatever does not 

bring us closer to him. Our 

Lady of Guadalupe called on 

Juan Diego to leave behind his 

:: Revelation 12:1-2 

 Watch the video: 
youtu.be/9Guv4usfPHA 

https://youtu.be/9Guv4usfPHA
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fear and doubts when she 

appeared to him on the hill of 

Tepeyac. Like the apostles who 

cast down their nets to follow 

Jesus, St. Juan Diego followed 

the call without hesitation. In 

his faithfulness he is an 

example we are called to follow 

in our own journey of faith. 

 

St. Juan Diego, pray for us! 

¡Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 

ruega por nosotros! 

:: Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 511 

Family Discussion Questions 
1. How is your family called to trust in God’s message? 

2. What do you think it means that Mary appeared to St. Juan 

Diego in the form of a native woman? 

3. Scholars and scientists have not been able to come to a 

conclusion about how the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

appeared on St. Juan Diego’s tilma. Why do you think God 

acts in such miraculous ways? 

Family Challenge 
Plan a special meal to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe on December 12. Consider making gorditas, tacos, 

Ponche Navideño, arroz con pollo, or other traditional Mexican 

foods. Light a candle and say a special prayer (such as the Ro-

sary) before your meal in honor of Our Lady! 

Additional Videos 
 Are Marian Apparitions Real? youtu.be/hkVNuyP8Tpo 

Other Resources 
 Wholly Mary: Mother of God by Chris Padgett (Servant Books, 

2011) 

 Images of Mary by Alfred McBride, OPraem (St. Anthony 

Messenger Press, 1999) 

 I Was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me: Meeting Christ in 

New Neighbors (Catholic Bishops of Indiana, 2006) 

https://www.mexicoinmykitchen.com/gorditas/
https://www.mexicoinmykitchen.com/christmas-punch-recipe/
https://youtu.be/hkVNuyP8Tpo
https://www.amazon.com/Wholly-Mary-Mother-Chris-Padgett/dp/086716977X
https://www.amazon.com/Images-Mary-Alfred-McBride/dp/0867163305
https://www.archindy.org/immigration/files/pastoral2007.pdf
https://www.archindy.org/immigration/files/pastoral2007.pdf

